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Dear Sir, 



1. Enclosed is a copy of the Information Disclosure Statement Form PTO-1449 submitted 
pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.56, together with copies of the appropriate documents cited in 
that form. 

2. The undersigned respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the cited documents 
and that the enclosed copy of the Information Disclosure Statement Form PTO-1449 be 
initialed by the Examiner to indicate such consideration and that a copy thereof be 
returned to the applicant. 

3. This Statement is being filed concurrently with the filing of the RCE application to which 
it relates. No certification or fee is required. 

4. This Statement is not intended to constitute an admission that any information referred 
to herein is "prior art" in relation to the claimed invention unless specifically designated 
as such. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1 .97(g) and (h). the filing of this Statement shall 
not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that the information 
submitted herewith is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 
C.F.R. §1. 56(b). 
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3nathan A. Sr^ll ^ 


Registration no. 32, 631 


Date: 2/16/2006 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING OR TRANSMISSION 


1 hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage 
as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P. 0. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 or 
facsimile transmitted to th^.S. Patent goWrademark Office on the date shown below. 


Signature: 
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/Jdnathan A. ^mali/' ' Registration no. 32, 631 


Date: 2/16/2006 
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Cnmnlofa if Knnu/n 


Application Number 


09/312,586 


Filing Date 


May 14, 1999 


First Named Inventor 


Gautier 


Art Unit 


2194 


Examiner Name 


V. H. Nguyen 


Sheet 1 of 1 


Attorney Docket Number 


16331-3941 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Classification 


rMumDer - r\ina i^oue 




AA 


5,586,244 


12/17/96 


Berry et al. 






AB 


5.625,781 


04/29/97 


Cline et al. 






AC 


5,649,186 


07/15/97 


Ferguson 






AD 


5,740,549 


04/14/98 


Reilly et al. 






AE 


5,754,774 


05/19/98 


Bittinger et al. 






AF 


5,761,662 


06/02/98 


Dasan 






AG 


5,794.230 


08/11/98 


Hdradan et al. 






AH 


5,796.393 


08/18/98 


MacNaughton et al. 






A) 


5,796,952 


08/18/98 


Davis et al. 






AJ 


5,801,689 


09/01/98 


Huntsman 






AK 


5,801,702 


09/01/98 


Dolan et al. 






AL 


5.809,248 


09/15/98 


Vidovic 






AM 


5,890,172 


03/01/99 


Borman et al. 






AN 


5,893,091 


04/06/99 


Hunt et al. 






AO 


5,895.471 


04/20/99 


King et al. 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Foreign Patent Document 
Country Code^ - Number'' - Kind Code^ (if known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Classification 






BA 


JP 09168027 


06/1997 










BB 


WO 97/38389 


10/1997 







1 Examiner 




Date 




1 Signature 




Considered 


1 



*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. ^Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ^See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.Q0v or MPEP 901.04. ^Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). ''For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. ^Klnd of document by 
the appropriate symbols as Indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. ^Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by 
the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the fonv, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. Y 



